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VIRGINIA CONVENTION 


(Continued from page 617) 


One significant evént at the con- 
ference was the taking out of a life 
membership in the NAACP by the 
Grand Lodge of Masons of Virginia. 
The $500 check for membership was 
presented to W. Lester Banks, state 
executive secretary, at the freedom 
rally on Sunday, by M. Conrad Mar- 
tin, Right Worshipful Grand Treas- 
urer, on behalf of W. L. Ransome, 
Most Worshipful Grand Master of 
the Lodge of Masons of Virginia 
(Prince Hall affiliation). 

Dr. Ransome has not only dis- 
tinguished himself in Masonic circles, 
but he has given astute leadership in 
the religious, educational, and civic 
fields for more than twenty-five 
years. He is pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church, South Richmond, and 
president of the Richmond Civic 
Council. 

Mr. Martin has served as Right 
Grand Treasurer for twenty-seven 
years. He is a native of Danville, 
Virginia, and has been an official of 
the First State Bank (formerly the 
Danville Savings Bank and Trust 
Company) for thirty-five years. 

Besides this tangible evidence of 
faith in the NAACP program, the 
Grand Lodge of Virginia has, during 
the past three years, contributed 
nearly $3,000 to the NAACP Legal, 
Educational and Defense Fund, Inc. 
That the Grand Lodge places a high 
value on the education of youth is 
shown by the more than $5,000 it has 
paid in scholarships to college of Vir- 
ginia for children whose parents are 
Masonic members. 


